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Preface

According to Paramartha’s ( .7 ) Commentary of Samayabhedoparacanacakra

(EEEEm T ) | the Satyasiddhi-sastra (& ) “derived from the Bahusrutiya (%%
) 7, and it “refers to the Mahayana doctrine”. His Commentary deserves
consideration for the reasons of that he is thought to have had thorough knowledge of the
historical aspects of various schools and is considered to be a trustworthy scholar of
Buddhism. Also, according to Johnston’s Buddhacarita ( Introd. xxxv ) , Asvaghosa
Bodhisattva ( FEFEEZE ) may have been the member of the Author of the Bahusrutiya

(%mEE) orits mother school. And judging from the Satyasiddhisastra, Harivarman,
upholding Asvaghosa’s name in his writing with the honorific ‘Bodhisattva’, it leaves me

no doubt that this §astra is of Bahusrutiya’s lineage.

We know Harivarman to have existed after Aryadeva ($£2%) judging from his
reference to Aryadeva’s Catuhsataka-sastra in this text. Although Aryadeva’s date of
existence has not been confirmed, some scholars have given the approximated date of
A.D. 170-270, and based on Kumarajiva who translated this text arrived in China in A.D.
401, we can establish Harivarman’s date of existence to be before A.D. 401. Furthermore,
although Vasubandhu’s date of existence has not been confirmed, Dr. Hakuju Ui’s
approximation is sometime between A.D. 320-400, and based on Harivarman’s date of
existence to be before Vasubandhu’s, | judge his date of existence to be sometime
between A.D. 250-350.

The standpoints taken in this $astra have following characteristic features:
1. The past and the future are considered not trully existing (‘&7 ) . This standpoint is
similar to that of Mahasanghika ( AR E5) and Sautrantika ( #8& 2 ) |, but differs



with Sarvastivada (5R—1VJEEL) .

. Only the ‘twelve sense-fields’ ( dvadasa-ayatanani, |+ i ) exist. On this point,

this $astra expresses the same thought as those which are expressed in Vasubandhu’s
Abhidharmakosa-sastra ({H<55g ) . According to those expositions, the present
dharmah (7% ) are produced by ‘direct cause’ and ‘contributory cause’ ( hetu and
pratyaya, [K4% ) , and they are neither conclusively ‘existence’ (sat, /5 ) nor
‘non-existence’ (asat, #f ) but the ‘middle path’ ( §77& ) which can be realized by
extiguishing the dualistic sat-asat.

However, on this point, they are different from Sarvastivada which takes the stand
that all things exist.

. Although Sarvastivada takes the standpoint that there is the ‘middle exixtence’

(antara-bhava, 175 ) when ‘sentient beings’ (sattva, 751% ) proceed from
‘death> (marana-bhava, 357 ) to ‘birth’ (upapatti-bhava, 4£75 ) but this $astra
negates the existence of the middle existence.

. Similar to Mahasanghika ( A7) and Mahisasaka ({E##E) ) , this $astra stresses

the ‘immediate insight’ (THEZER ) of the principle of the ‘Four Noble Truths’
(catvaryaryasatyani, VUEEGE ) . Sarvastivada takes the standpoint of the ‘gradual

insight” (HERER ) .

. Similar to Mahasanghika, Mahisasaka and Sautrantika, this sastra points out the

‘non-retrogressiveness’ (avivartana, “~7E#8# ) once a practioner attains the stage of
Arhat (A2 %5 ) . On the contrary, Sarvastivada points out the possibilities of the
‘retrogressiveness’ (vivartana, iE## ) among those who attain the Arhatship.

. Mahasanghika, Ekavyavaharika (—g7 %)) , Lokottaravada (&7 H ) and

Gokulika ( ZEJ5LES ) all take the standpoint that ‘mind’ (citta, /(34 ) is originally
pure, but some school opposes this standpoint. This §astra does not take a clear
standpoint on this matter, but similar to the standpoind discussed in the chal
abhijatiya (Pali, 75448 ) of Sarvastivada, it does not question the pureness or
impureness of its origination but takes the standpoint that all beings have a



possibility of attaining the nirvana-dharma (J2#&%) through completing the
practise (marga, 75 ) .

7. Sarvastivada takes the standpoint that citta and the ‘clement of mental functions’

( caitasika dharmah, ,(»ff17£ ) —for instance the ‘illusion’ (klesa, fE% ) —are
more closely united( fH& ) with the ‘mental functions’ based on the judgement that
citta and caitasika dharmah are founded on a distinctly different trully existing
dharma. However, this §astra takes the standpoint that caitasika dharmah do not
exist separated from citta, and it negates the unity of the mental functions.

8. According to the standpoint which is taken in Kasyapiya (#1%£#EE7) which is
introduced in this $astra, if the ‘result” (phala, 5 ) is already completed, than the
karmic condition of the ‘past karma’( purva-karman, ##73% ) does not exist, but if
the result is incomplete, than its karmic condition does exist. This $astra does not
emphasize the existence nor non-existence of past karma. Upon judging from the
denial of the one-way approach and favoring the non-dualistic middle way that runs
through the entirety of this $astra, its standpoint is thought to be similar to that of
Kasyapiya.

9. Although Mahisasaka seems to take a standpoint that Buddha ({#) exists among
samgha (i ) , this $astra negates it.

10. This $astra takes the negative stand against Vatsiputriya (¥&7-%F) which
emphasizes the existence of one form of atman (3¢ ) called pudgala. However,
rather than negating the existence of atman completely, it recognizes the existence
of the temporary pudgala which refers to the body and the mind of man coming into
existence by temporary union of ‘five aggregates’ ( pafica skandhah, F %% ) .

The above standpoints of Satyasiddhi-sastra are introduced in its introduction.
Following are introduced in other sections.

11. In the Abhidharmakosa-sastra, the dharmas or ‘elements of existence’ are
classified into ‘seventy-five elements in five categories’ ( Afzt=+F#%) ,and in
Vijriiana School, the dharmas are classified into ‘one-hundred elements in five



categories’ ( AL % ) . Although this $§astra classifies them into ‘eighty-four
elements in five categories’ ( F.fir/\{PU;% ) , it leaves some problem as to the
numbers of the elements.

12. Generally it is considered that the five groups of pafica skandhah ( /4% ) are
systematized as ‘form’(riipa, &), ‘perception’( vedana, 57 ), ‘conception’( samjiia,
A8, ‘volition” (samskara, 17 ) and ‘consciousness’( vijiiana, g ). Here, the order
of ‘form’, ‘consciousness’, ‘conception’, ‘perception’ and ‘volition’ is utilized.

13. This éastra introduces the ‘three types of causes’( =[A] ), i. e., janaka-hetu (4= [X] ),
vasana-hetu( #F[A] ), and nisraya-hetu ( {{<[~ ). They are different from the ‘six types
of causes’ (7~[A) of Sarvastivada.

14. In Sarvastivada, the ‘four elements’ ( catvari maha-bhatani, PU-k ) are considered
to be the ‘true existence’ (dravya, &7 ) , but here, they are the ‘temporary’

(prajfapti, ) .

15. In Sarvastivada, the ‘five sense-organs’ ( paficendriyani, 7 ff ) are considered to
be true existence, but here, they are considered to be temporary.

16. Sarvastivada holds the ‘sense-organ’ (indriya, f£) as that which recognizes the
‘object” (artha, %) . Mahasanghika holds the ‘consciousness’ ( vijiiana, ;) and
Sautrantika holds the union of both sense-organ and the consciousness. This §astra
conforms with Mahasanghika.

17. Although Sarvastivada emphasizes that the ‘non-manifest action’( avijiiapti, 3% )
is a form(ripa ), here, it is considered to be ‘volition” or one form of elements which
is ‘neither substantial forms nor mental functions” ( cittaviprayuktah samskara
dharmah, AHETTE)

18. Sarvastivada considers the personal ‘non-manifest action’ to be a kind of habitual
tendency, and although its power may last during the life time, it does not continue
after death. Moreover, it holds that the ‘non-manifest action’ is discontinued with
the arising of disconnective condition.

This $astra holds that the ‘non-manifest action’ continues after one’s death enabling



the fulfilment of the effect of his karma.

19. On the topic of karma, when Satyasiddhi is compared to Sarvastivada various
differences are found. The following are some of the differences: This $astra lays the
importance on the ‘thought action’ (& ) of the ‘three categories of actions’ ( =
£ ) than the other two namely, the ‘deed action” ( 5% ) and the ‘word action’

() . In practicing the ‘three types of learning’ (tisrah $iksah, =22 ) , the ‘five
cardinal sins’ ( pafica-anantarya-karman, 7179 ) are not necessary the ‘fixed action’
( niyatavipaka-karman, ¥ ) .
The samcetaniya karma (#({EZ£ ) is not necessarily the niyatavipaka-karma ( i
W) .
Here, it is considered that the arhat always face the possibility of having ‘bad
results’ (5557 ) not only through the practice of true jiana but also through his
‘former karma’ ( parva-karman, f52£ ) . Concerning the view that Buddha
Sakyamuni had ‘nine kinds of afflictions” ( /L&) during his life, it is considered
here that it is indication of Buddha’s ‘means of leading men to the truth’( =175 /5 {F ).
Although the ‘sorrow’( daurmanasya indriya, &-fF ) is considered to be non-vipaka
(FEEZR)  in Sarvastivada, here, it is considered to be vipaka ( &) .
It is emphasized here that however physically deformed a person may be, for
instance, a person with deformed sexual organ, he has the possibility of receiving
the ritual (samvara, ) of Buddhist ‘precepts’ ($ila, 7,) .
It is emphasized here that in any action of nivrtavyakrta (57 #E30) |, there is
‘non-manifest action’ (avijfiapti) .
Also, there is avijfiapti in aripa-dhatu (f#f5E) .
There is avijfiapti of dhyana-samvara ( ##{${% ) at the time of beginning the
samadhi and after the ending of samadhi.
As shown above, there are many different emphasizes made against Sarvastivada on
karma.

20. Sarvastivada and Vijiiana School both count ‘ignorance’ (avidya, ##HH ) as one



form of ‘mental function’( caitasika-dharmah, (,ff7) establishing it as ‘defilement’

(moha, %) . In another words, they interpret avidya as “without wisdom”.
However, this $astra interprets avidya as “not being able to comprehend nor
conceive the priciple of non-ego” or “not being able to conceive the $tnyata”. In
another words, avidya is interpreted as “that which is wrong”.

21. Sarvastivada classifies the arya-pudgala( & EE ) into twenty-seven, eighteen $aiksa
and nine asaiksa. Although this $astra similarly classifies it into twenty-seven, the
difference can be found in the treatment of the kaya-saksin ( &z& ) which is one of
the seven saints or seven arya-pudgala. The difference is that Sarvastivada does not
consider the kaya-saksin to be connected with arhat, whereas Satyasiddhi-sastra
considers it to be an important aspect in realizing the arhatship for the reason that it
possesses the highly considered ‘cessation samadhi’ ( nirodha-samapatti, J§iE ) .

22. The ‘body of the Buddha’ (buddha-kaya, {5 ) is lowly considered as ‘that
which has illusion’ (sasrava, 75k ) like human being by Sarvastivada.
Mahasanghika, Ekavyavaharika, Lokottaravada, Gokulika and others consider it as
“that which has no illusion”. The characteristic of Satyasiddhi is that it considers the
body of the Buddha in two forms, ‘true body’ ( & ) and ‘transformed body’ (1L
&) which is similar to the thought expressed in Nagarjuna’s
Maha-prajiaparamitopadesa ( KEE ) .

23. Sarvastivada treats each of the ‘belief” ( $raddha, {Z) and ‘endeavor’ (Vvirya, #fj)
as one element of kusala-mahabhiimika-dharmah ( A== ) |, considering them
merely as a characteristic feature of the ‘good’ (kusala, ¥ ) . However, this $astra
considers them to be able to identify themselves in three ways, the ‘good’, the ‘bad’

(akusala, <3 ) , and morally neutral (avyakrta, 20 ) .

Above is some comparative study of the doctrines expressed in the
Satyasiddhi-sastra and those expressed by other schools. Although there are other
differences as listed above, they will be omitted. Lastly, I would like to point out that the
most characteristic feature of this sastra is the doctrine based on the ‘truth of the



extinction’( nirodha-satya, Jg ). Itis interesting to note that in an attempt to discuss the
doctrine of the stinyata, this doctrine on nirodha-satya uses the same system of thought as
used in Madhyamaka School’s ( k) Sataka-sastra ((Ezf)) .

Essentially, they both express that the ‘extinction’ (nirodha, J& ) or nirvana (J&
%) is attainable by becoming free from the ‘provisional name’ ( prajfiapti citta, {Ez5%
iL») , the ‘dharma citta’ ( 7£(» ) , and the ‘Stnyata citta’ ( 2%, ) . From this we know that
this §astra stands on the same ground with Madhyamaka School on views on the siinyata

(Z=) .

However, the difference of Satyasiddhi and Madhyamaka is that Satyasiddhi
discusses the ‘ten kinds of the $unyata” (+fd2% ) as expressed in the
Abhidharma-mahavibhasa-sastra ( K ERZE/DEs ) , and developing it to its fullest extent
whereas Madhyamaka does not. Furthermore, while emphasizing the $tinyata,
Satyasiddhi aims its standpoint on the ‘middle path’( 175 ). In another words, it attempts
to emphasize the middle path from the standpoint of the ‘two-folded truths’ ( & ) , that
the ‘worldly truth® (samvrti-satya, tHz ) therefore ‘existence’ (bhava, 75 ) andthe
‘truth of the first principle’ ( paramartha-satya, Z5—%z% ) therefore $tinyata. Looking
in this manner, we are easily lead to believe that the expositions discussed in
Satyasiddhi-sastra basically carries Abhidharma tradition, it comes close to becoming the

Mahayana literature.
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A study on Satyasiddhi-$astra

A $astra on doctrinal criticism of various Buddhist schools
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